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not liave been a religions man ; he may or may
not have been a Catholic, or a Protestant. But
whatever his personal views or feelings may have
been, the light by which he viewed life was the
light of Christianity. The shine, the shadow,,
and the colours of the moral world he looked
upon, were all caused or cast by the Christian
Sun of Righteousness. But now amongst the
vast changes that human thought has been
undergoing, the sun that we once all walked by
has for many eyes become extinguished ; and
every energy has been bent upon supplying man
with a substitute, which shall have if possible, an
equal illuminating power, and at any rate the
same power of moral actinism. This substitute
at present is, it is true, somewhat nebulous ;
but the substance it is composed of is already
sufficiently plain. The new object of our duty
is not our Father which is in Heaven, but our
brothers and our children who are on earth. It
is to these alone, according to the new gospel,
that our piety is due ; it is indeed to these that
all true piety has, in all ages, been ignorantly
paid. It is needless to dwell upon this concep-
tion longer. Whether we think it sound or
hollow, its general character is familiar enough